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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
 
Singing is basic to our society.  The vast number of school, community, church, and synagogue choirs attest to this.  Choral music has always been 
used to enhance our most cherished ceremonial and festive occasions. 
 
The secondary Choir experience is intended to introduce students in grades 9-12 to the vocal ensemble environment.  This Choir allows students 
with limited or no previous experience to develop their vocal skills and musicianship within a group setting.  The discipline of performance enables 
students to develop emotional maturity, self-poise, and good work habits through self-discipline.  Participation in the choir reinforces academic 
concepts such as concentration and memorization and integrates these with critical thinking, reading, and interpretive skills. 
 
In addition, students develop a sense of artistic appreciation and respond physically, emotionally, and intellectually through self-expression, and with 
confidence.  Choir promotes appreciation of the aesthetic expressions of other people and the ability and desire to interpret them creatively. 
 
Students who enjoy singing but may have had no or minimal high school choral experiences are encouraged to take this class, which is considered a 
pre-requisite for Concert Choir.  Singers in Choir will learn the rudiments of vocal technique, sight-singing, rhythm, and scales.  Members in Choir, 
Freshman Honors Choir, Concert Choir, and Honors Concert Choir will participate together in all concerts. 
 
Separately we assess students to gauge progress and inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered 
in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and 
semester courses.  
 
This course of study will also show correlation to the New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Visual and Performing Arts /1.1-1.4 and 
Technology/8.1-8.2.  
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM 

Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents.  Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins.  Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions.  In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the classroom 
and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed. 
 
 

AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed.  Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, the 
texts and the instruction inherent in this course. 
 
 
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the Curriculum 
Modifications and Adaptations included as an Appendix in this curriculum.  Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan.  
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GENERAL GOALS 

 
 
 
The students will: 
 

1. develop appropriate performance skills through daily Choir rehearsal and weekly solo or small group instruction. 

2. develop aesthetic awareness of our cultural heritage through performance of music from a variety of historical periods. 

3. evaluate and interpret musical selections, both orally and in writing, using appropriate terminology. 

4. demonstrate originality, technical skills, and artistic expression in the creation, production, and performance of music. 
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OUTLINE OF CONTENT AREA 

 
 
The elements of music listed below are the foundation for our instruction.  Music terminology, notation and history are reflected in select 
repertoire from different historical periods, styles and countries.  We incorporate and reinforce these elements into daily lesson plans. 
 
The student will develop and apply the following elements of music: 
 
I. RHYTHM 

Show a musical understanding of note and rest values appropriate to selected literature: 
 
II.   DYNAMICS and TEMPO 

Demonstrate crescendos and decrescendos reflected in selected literature: 
  1. staccato, legato, marcato 
  2. accent – word/syllable stress  
  3. moderato, allegro, andante, vivace, largo and others as per selected literature 

 
III.  NOTATION and TERMINOLOGY 

Through the use of emusictheory.com, demonstrate an understanding of repeat markings, rests, accidentals, DC and DS, first and second 
 endings, meter, syncopations and others reflected in selected literature: 

  1. Demonstrate an understanding of musical styles and form. 
  2. Demonstrate an understanding of pitch notation. 

 
IV.  KEY SIGNATURE, TIME SIGNATURE, SCALES and INTERVALS 

Demonstrate their ability to identify select key signatures and time signatures in specific repertoire: 
  1. Be able to sing a diatonic scale, chromatic scale and whole tone scale, given a starting pitch  
  2. Be able to sing a specific interval above or below that pitch, given a starting pitch 
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OUTLINE OF CONTENT AREA (continued) 

 
V.   VOCAL TECHNIQUE 

Audiate and produce correct pitch and intonation: 
1. Develop good breath support to sustain pitch. 
2. Develop proper singing posture. 
3. Develop techniques for vocal projection. 
4. Develop techniques of open, relaxed jaw and throat. 
5. Utilize concepts of proper choral diction, vowel/consonant production. 

 
VI.  MUSICIANSHIP 

Increase personal concentration and develop better memory skills: 
1. Develop the skill of a cappella singing. 
2. Acquire basic music reading skills. 
3. Develop the ability to effectively express the essence of a musical text. 
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GRADING PROCEDURES 

The instruction in this course of study provides for integrated lessons in various forms of musical communication.  The grade a 
student receives reflects his/her ability to demonstrate the skills associated with vocal production, music reading and choral 
performance. 
 
 

MARKING PERIOD GRADE 
                  Performances 
                           Attendance and assessment during class, sectional rehearsals, combined  

    dress rehearsals, concerts Festivals, or any required performances       80%                                                                      
                  Analysis 
                           Theoretical study, sight-reading, score marking, aural skills, proper alignment,  

     vocal technique, self/ensemble assessment and use of technology                  20% 
 

 FINAL GRADE 
       Marking Periods 1, 2, 3, 4                                                                              88% 
       Final Exam            12% 
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GRADING PROCEDURES (continued) 

In addition to the mandated requirements for Choir, and in accordance with district policy as mandated by the high school graduation standards 
Act (P.L. 1979, C.241), the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above-named course.  Although these 
proficiencies reflect the skill and content inherent in the course, the attainment of these proficiencies is not the sole basis for successful completion 
of the course. 
 
To successfully complete a year of Choir for Freshman Honors Choir/MUS727 Credit, each student must earn a minimum of two (2) points per 
marking period (M.P.).  These points may be achieved in the following manner: 
 
                             ACTIVITY                                                                                                                POINTS/MARKING PERIOD 
Prepare and audition for Morris County Honors Choir.                                                                                                 1 point/M.P. 1  

Prepare and audition for Region Choir.                                                                                          1 point/M.P. 2 

Be selected through competitive audition and participate in Morris County   
Honors Choir.                                                                                                                                   2 points/M.P.’s 1-2  

Be selected through competitive audition and participate Region Choir.                                                                  2 points/M.P.’s 2-3 

Prepare and perform selections, as determined by the director, with the                                                       
Concert Choir during the May concert.                                                                                                                             1 point/M.P. 4  

Prepare and perform in an ensemble or as a soloist in the March concert, with prior  
repertoire approval.                                                                                                                                                              3 points/M.P.’s 2-3 

Participate in a year-long ensemble (Women’s/Men’s/Chamber).  Audition required.                                           3 points/M.P.’s 2-4 

Participate in the school musical in a vocal music capacity.                                                                                          3 points/M.P.’s 2-4 

Be an accompanist for one selection in a concert.  Audition required.                                                                       1 point/M.P.’s 2-4 

Complete a research project beneficial to Choir.  Topic must be approved by  
the choral director.                                                                                                                                                                2 points/M.P.’s 1-4 

Perform the duties of a choral section leader for a half-year.                                                                                       1 point/M.P. 2 or 4 
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

 
Course: MUS722 Title:  CHOIR/GRADES 9-12 
 

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course. 
 
The student will: 
 

1. understand and use correct vocal production in terms of blend. 
2. understand and use correct vocal production in terms of pitch. 
3. understand and use the principle of balance in a choir. 
4. identify and use a line or phrase in a given voice part. 
5. develop good posture. 
6. participate in exercises that aid in vocal projection. 
7. develop good breath support through the correct use of the diaphragm. 
8. participate in exercises which aid in gaining breath support. 
9. participate in activities to aid the accuracy of pitch perception. 
10. participate in exercises which aid in the development of an open and relaxed throat. 
11. understand the relationship of the throat, jaw and tongue to the singing process. 
12. understand how to use “falsetto” or head voice. 
13. learn the position of the soft palate in proper singing. 
14. use tone color to elicit an emotional response to the music. 
15. participate in singing scales. 
16. develop the ability to sing ascending and descending scales with proper intonation. 
17. learn the structure of select scales used in music. 
18. learn the structure of select chords used in music. 
19. learn to sustain vowels while singing. 
20. learn to sing voiced consonants at the pitch level of the vowels. 
21. identify and sing the basic and secondary vowels in a diphthong. 
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COURSE PROFICIENCIES (continued) 
 
22. learn correct diction using multi-cultural repertoire. 
23. develop secure rhythmical patterns through exercise. 
24. develop the ability to effectively express the essence of a musical text. 
25. develop the skill of a cappella singing. 
26. develop better memory skills. 
27. develop the ability to increase personal concentration. 
28. recognize the qualities of a good singing voice. 
29. identify and use musical terms such as crescendo and decrescendo, ritardando, accelerando and others. 
30. identify tempo markings such as allegro, andante, moderato and others. 
31. learn the importance of contrast in music. 
32. sing legato, staccato or marcato. 
33. keep a steady pulse. 
34. utilize normal syllabic accent and emphasize key words in a musical line. 
35. demonstrate dark and bright vowel sounds. 
36. understand physiological and psychological causes for flatting. 
37. incorporate staggered breathing in a long phrase. 
38. energize a performance with facial and eye expression. 
39. be exposed to combinations of singers and instrumentalists. 
40. assess choral sound from a live or recorded performance. 
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I. RHYTHM 
II. DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION and TEMPO 

 
Essential Question(s): How would knowledge of rhythm and use of accurate dynamics, articulation and tempo show your understanding 

of written musical literature? 
Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Music proficiencies shown in note duration, tempo, dynamics, breathing, phrasing and balance and blend will result 
in an excellent music performance product. 

 
RHYTHM • DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION and TEMPO 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

Show an understanding of:  
I. RHYTHM 

show a musical understanding 
of note and rest values 
appropriate to selected 
literature. 

 
1.1.12.B.1 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
8.1.12.A.3 

• clap various rhythms in daily 
warm-ups. 

• generate a short warm-up 
activity. 

• complete a rhythmic 
dictation exercise using 
SmartMusic rhythm 
exercises. 

Teacher and student 
evaluation/correction 
 
Audio tape will provide 
feedback of correct/incorrect 
rhythms 

 

Show an understanding of:  
II. DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION and    

      TEMPO 
1. demonstrate crescendos  <, 

and decrescendos > 
reflected in selected 
literature. 

2. demonstrate Staccato, 
Legato, and Marcato 
musical passages. 

3. demonstrate Accent – 
Word/Syllable.  

 
 
1.1.12.B.1 
 
1.1.12.B.2 
 
1.3.12.B.3 

 
 
 
 

• perform appropriate 
dynamic levels during warm-
up activities and rehearsals. 

• use space between pitches 
to create long or short 
sounds. 

• underline and emphasize 
specific syllables or words. 

• sing with different tempi to 
develop proficiency and 

Listening 
 
Student/Teacher feedback  
 
Audio tape 
 
Students will sing musical 
selections at various tempi 
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RHYTHM • DYNAMICS, ARTICULATION and TEMPO 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

4. apply music terms such as 
Moderato, Allegro, Andante, 
Vivace, Largo and others as 
per selected literature. 

fluidity. 
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III. NOTATION and TERMINOLOGY 
IV. KEY SIGNATURE, TIME SIGNATURE, SCALES and INTERVALS 

Essential Question(s): How does knowledge of the theoretical music elements support a great “At Level” music performance?  

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

An understanding and demonstration of correct notation, key and time signature use, and accurate singing of scales 
and Intervals all add up to great musical performances 
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NOTATION and TERMINOLOGY • KEY SIGNATURE, TIME SIGNATURE, SCALES and INTERVALS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

Show an understanding of:  
 III.   NOTATION and TERMINOLOGY  
         1. demonstrate and show an 
              Understanding of repeat  
              markings, rests,   
              accidentals, DC and DS, first  
              and second endings, meter,  
              syncopations and others re- 
              flected in selected 

literature. 
          2 demonstrate 
              and show a understanding    
              of musical styles and form. 
         3. demonstrate and show an 
              understanding of pitch          
              notations. 

 
1.1.12.B.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.1.12.B.2 

 
 
 
 
 

• keep a list of vocabulary 
introduced in class and 
sectional rehearsals. 

• sing and listen to various 
repertoire of Medieval 
through contemporary 
music. 

• write a paper based on 
research from one historical 
period of music. 

• write and name all notes in 
treble and bass clef. 

 

Vocabulary/terminology quiz 
 
Proper performance of 
literature with appropriate 
notation or terminology de-
monstrated 
 
Student critique of selection, 
orally or written, using 
correct terminology 
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NOTATION and TERMINOLOGY • KEY SIGNATURE, TIME SIGNATURE, SCALES and INTERVALS 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   
Show an understanding of:  
IV.   KEY SIGNATURE, TIME  

SIGNATURE, SCALES and   
INTERVALS  
1. demonstrate their 
    ability to identify select key 
    signatures and time 

signatures in 
    specific repertoire. 
2. sing a diatonic scale, 

chromatic 
    scale and whole tone scale,  
    given a starting pitch. 
3. sing a specific interval above 

or 
     below that pitch, given a  
     starting pitch. 

 
 
 
1.1.12.B.1 
1.1.12.B.1 
1.1.12.B.2 
1.3.12.B.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
8.1.12.A.3 

• practice daily warm-up 
activities including scales, 
arpeggios and octave leaps. 

• practice weekly sight-
reading exercises that 
emphasize intervallic 
relationships. 

• use  SmartMusic rhythmic 
exercises with different time 
signatures. 

• complete written quizzes to 
assess his/her knowledge 
and growth. 

• sight-read a passage with 
rhythmic, melodic and 
textual accuracy using 
Kodaly exercises. 

Teacher evaluation 
 
Student/teacher 
demonstrations 
 
Small group assessment 
during sectional rehearsals 
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V. VOCAL TECHNIQUE 
Essential Question(s):  What musical concepts are needed for outstanding high school vocal technique? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Breath Control to support a sustained pitch, an Open and Relaxed Jaw, and Proper Choral Diction for Accurate 
Vowel and Consonant Production are all needed to attain outstanding high school vocal performance technique. 
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VOCAL TECHNIQUE 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   
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Show an understanding of:  
V. VOCAL TECHNIQUE through   
          Proper Pitch and Intonation 

1. develop good breath 
support to sustain pitch. 

2. develop proper singing 
posture. 

3. develop techniques for 
vocal projection. 

4. develop techniques of 
open, relaxed jaw and 
throat. 

5. utilize concepts of proper 
choral diction, 
vowel/consonant 
production. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1.3.12.B.1 

 • sing a given musical phrase 
in tune. 

• participate in various 
diaphragmatic exercises to 
control breath. 

• sing a phrase with poor 
posture and correct posture 
and explain the difference. 

• participate in exercises that 
develop tonal placement 
and forward projection. 

• simulate yawning to lift the 
soft palate, creating space. 

• participate in relaxation 
exercises for neck and 
shoulders. 

• speak a passage from 
concert literature 
rhythmically: speak the text 
rhythmically; sing the line on 
only the vowels; sing the 
text using nonsense syllable; 
sing the music and text 
properly. 

• echo specific text and 
memorize it. 

• sing a given text with 
conversational 
pronunciation and then with 
modification of vowels and 
consonants.. 
(“forever” = “faw-EH-vah”) 

Student/teacher will assess 
of solo, ensemble or choral 
work using specific rubrics 
 
Teacher will create port-folio 
tapes of individual voices 
mid-year and end-of-year 
 
Teacher will evaluate pre-
concert dress rehearsal and 
assess students’ posture, 
memorized repertoire, 
tonality, rhythm and 
accuracy of consonant 
placement 
 
Students will observe class, 
as singers demonstrate 
relaxation exercises and 
vocalize 
 
Teacher evaluates text/music 
knowledge through one of 
several music games 
 
Teacher will assess 
knowledge of repertoire by 
having students sing in small 
ensembles 
 
Teacher will evaluate vowel 
production 
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VI. MUSICIANSHIP 

Essential Question(s): What musical ingredients are use to create excellent vocal musicianship? 

Enduring 
Understanding(s): 

Lyric retention, singing without instrument accompaniment and accurate interpretation of the written musical 
text all play roles in attaining excellent vocal musicianship. 

 
MUSICIANSHIP 

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE NJCCCS NJCCCS 
Technology SUGGESTED ACTIVITY EVALUATION/ 

ASSESSMENT 
TEACHER 

NOTES 

The student will be able to:   Students will:   

Show an understanding of:  
VI.   MUSICIANSHIP 

1.    demonstrate increased 
personal concentration and 
develop better memory 
skills. 

2.    develop the skill of a 
cappella singing. 

3.    acquire basic music reading 
skills. 

4.    develop the ability to 
effectively express the 
essence of a musical text. 

 
1.3.12.B.1 

 • divide into sections, each 
singing a consecutive part of 
a given phrase. 

• stand in mixed quartets and 
sing a given piece. 

• sing a given piece without 
accompaniment. 

• given a selection of music, 
sing pitch names or solfege, 
instead of text. 

• count and clap a given 
rhythm. 

• perform as soloists in a 
classroom recital. 

• keep a log to monitor 
problems and completed 
activities. 

Peer/teacher assessment.   
 
Students will make vocal 
recordings using audio tapes 
or other media. 
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APPENDICES 
  
 
The following appendices (A-D) represent standards, indicators and rubrics used in the development of this course of study.  The New Jersey Student 
Learning Standards for Visual and Performing Arts express the skills that are at the heart of this course of study.  Cumulative Progress Indicators, as 
well as the assorted rubrics attached, help us to assess each student’s music performance, both in an individual and ensemble setting.  Others illustrate 
sample rubrics for the evaluation of student performance.  These suggested rubrics may be used at the teacher’s discretion. 
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APPENDIX A ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE RUBRIC 
                                                           PREPARED MUSICAL SELECTION 
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APPENDIX A 

ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCE RUBRIC 
          PREPARED MUSICAL SELECTION 

 
 
NAME:     _____________    DATE:   ENSEMBLE:        
 
MUSICAL SELECTION:                                   RUBRIC TYPE:   STUDENT / TEACHER     (Circle one) 
 

 
OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

CONSISTENT 
PROFICIENCY 

MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

 
NO 

PROFICIENCY 
 3 2 1 0 

INTONATION 
    

RHYTHM 
    

BLEND 
    

 
TONE 

    

 

EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 

3 OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY  Almost always exhibits control within the ensemble. 
2 CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY  Frequently exhibits control within the ensemble. 
1 MINIMAL PROFICIENCY  Occasionally exhibits control within the ensemble. 
0 NO PROFICIENCY   Never exhibits control within the ensemble. 
 

ASSESSMENT SCORE:  /15  
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APPENDIX B  INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE RUBRIC 
                                                       PREPARED MUSICAL SELECTION 
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APPENDIX B 

INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE RUBRIC 
PREPARED MUSICAL SELECTION 

 
NAME:         DATE:    VOICE PART:       
 
MUSICAL SELECTION:         LEVEL:  Concert Choir    
 
 

OUTSTANDING 
PROFICIENCY 

     CONSISTENT 
     PROFICIENCY 

    MINIMAL 
PROFICIENCY 

 
                 NO 

PROFICIENCY 
 3 2 1 0 

INTONATION 
    

RHYTHM 
    

TECHNIQUE/ 
EXECUTIVE SKILL 

    

 
TONE 

    

EXPRESSION/ 
INTERPRETATION 

    

 

3 OUTSTANDING PROFICIENCY  Almost always performs with superior musicianship. 
2 CONSISTENT PROFICIENCY  Frequently performs with superior musicianship. 
1 MINIMAL PROFICIENCY  Occasionally performs with superior musicianship. 
0 NO PROFICIENCY   Never performs with superior musicianship. 
 

ASSESSMENT SCORE:  /15   
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APPENDIX C  NEW JEREY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 

 
 
 



MUS722 CHOIR/GRADES 9-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

1 - Visual and Performing Arts 
8 - Technology 
9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 

 
 
 
 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/arts/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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